
New Cardinal Health surgical drape helps reduce surgical site contamination risk
The incise drape is the first to feature Avery Dennison’s patented BeneHold™ CHG adhesive technology 

DUBLIN, Ohio, March 17, 2022 – Cardinal Health today launched the first surgical incise drape using 
industry-leading antiseptic Chlorhexidine Gluconate (CHG).

The drape features Avery Dennison’s patented BeneHold™ CHG adhesive technology, which helps 
reduce the risk of surgical site contamination with organisms typically associated with surgical site 
infections (SSIs). The incise film is strong, conformable and breathable and provides a sterile surface to 
create a barrier to contamination. The adhesive helps prevent edge lift of the drape, while still removing 
easily after surgery without harming fragile skin. 

“CHG is trusted as a topical antiseptic for surgical patient skin preparation,” said Tina Keller, senior 
consultant in Clinical Operations at Cardinal Health, “and utilizing the antimicrobial properties of CHG in 
the actual adhesive of the surgical drape is an innovative approach that is intended to improve patient 
care by further reducing the risk of microbial contamination. We look forward to showcasing this 
innovative new product with clinicians at the Association of periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN) 
global conference this week.”

In addition to preparing a patient’s skin for surgery, incise drapes are utilized as a method of helping 
protect the wound from horizontal bacterial contamination during surgery, which may be present on the 
patient’s surrounding skin.

Surgical site infections account for 20% of all hospital-acquired infections;  with a mortality rate of 3%, 
SSIs cost health systems more than 1 million additional inpatient days, as well as $3.3 billion in costs 
each year, according to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention1. 

An in-vivo animal study2 showed the novel CHG surgical incise drape significantly reduced MRSA 
contamination in the wound and around the incise area when compared to non-antimicrobial and 
iodophor based drapes. View the Cardinal Health whitepaper for a summary of the study.

“The BeneHold CHG adhesive technology is perfectly suited for incise film applications. The adhesive 
helps prevent edge lift and maintain a sterile surgical site, while a breathable film encourages good 
adhesion without damage on removal, including from fragile skin,” said Barbara Van Rymenam, global 
director of innovation platforms at Avery Dennison Medical. “Avery Dennison is delighted to be 
partnering with Cardinal Health to bring this innovative technology and product offering to the 
operating room.”



The Cardinal Health™ Surgical Incise Drape with CHG meets the International Organization for 
Standardization and the United States Food and Drug Administration requirements for cytotoxicity, 
irritation, acute systemic toxicity, skin sensitization and pyrogenicity. 

Stop by booth #7231 at AORN this week to learn more about the new incision drape, attend live 
continuing education sessions, or take a break at the “relax and recharge” station.  Learn more about 
the surgical incise drape here. 
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###

About Cardinal Health  
Cardinal Health is a distributor of pharmaceuticals, a global manufacturer and distributor of medical and 
laboratory products, and a provider of performance and data solutions for health care facilities. With 50 
years in business, operations in more than 30 countries and approximately 44,000 employees globally, 
Cardinal Health is essential to care. Information about Cardinal Health is available at cardinalhealth.com.

About Avery Dennison
Avery Dennison Corporation (NYSE: AVY) is a global materials science company specializing in the design 
and manufacture of a wide variety of labeling and functional materials. The company’s products and 
solutions, which are used in nearly every major industry, include pressure-sensitive materials for labels 
and graphic applications; tapes and other bonding solutions for industrial, medical, and retail 
applications; tags, labels and embellishments for apparel; and radio frequency identification (RFID) 
solutions serving retail apparel and other markets. The company employs approximately 36,000 
employees in more than 50 countries. Reported sales in 2021 were $8.4 billion. Learn more at 
www.averydennison.com.
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